Environment Studies - Questions for Group Members
Environment Study 1 (for week starting 27th April)
Introduction
Brainstorm ideas about the environment.  Do we think its important, do we think God has anything to say about it, what do we already know?

CREATOR

Read Genesis 1:31, Psalm 24:1-2 and Psalm 50:9-11
Questions

1. What do these passages reveal about what God thinks about his creation?

2. If the earth belongs to the Lord, what implications are there for our use of the land?

Read Genesis 1:26-30 and Genesis 2:15
Questions

3. How would you describe what man’s relationship with the rest of creation is meant to be like?

4. What do you imagine when you think of a “ruler” or hear the word “subdue”? These verses have often been used to accuse Christianity of contributing to environmental damage.   Why do you think this is?

5. Bearing in mind what we’ve already learnt about God’s view of creation, what do you think God meant us to understand by “rule”, “subdue”, “work it and take care of it”?  How does the fact that we were made in the image of God help us understand these responsibilities?  (It might help to remind ourselves how God rules us.  What kind of dominion do we see God requiring of biblical kings and supremely, modelled in Jesus?)
6. Perhaps by splitting into pairs or 3s, discuss practical examples that might show what ruling, subduing or caring for creation might look like?

Read Psalm 19:1 and Romans 1:20

Questions
7. What can we learn about God from creation?  Why do you think God has chosen to reveal so much of himself through creation?

8. Why is it important for us to grasp these ideas as we seek to take care of creation?  

9. Many non-Christian organisations are promoting care of the environment.  How can we as Christians provide an extra dimension to the debate?

To end

Discuss as a group how you might use these passages to help you respond with God’s heart to environmental issues such as deforestation, air pollution, climate change, population growth, genetically modified crops, waste generation and disposal and species extinction?

What could you do as individuals and as a group to put this study into practice?

Environment Study 2  (optional)
Introduction

You might like to recap what you learnt through Environment Study 1.
SUSTAINER
Read Psalm 104:5-30 and Colossians 1:15-18
Questions

1. How would you describe God’s ongoing involvement in creation?

2. What does the Colossians passage tell us about Jesus?

REDEEMER

Read Romans 8:18-22, John 3:16, Colossians 1:19-20 and Revelation 21:1
Questions

3. Looking at the Romans passage, what state is creation in at the moment?  In what ways do we see the “groaning” and “bondage to decay” happening around us?

4. What do these passages say will eventually happen to creation?

5. What encouragement can we take from God’s promise to restore creation?  How can we put this hope across amongst the doom and gloom of the messages about the environment in our world?

6. If God’s ultimate plan is to restore all of creation, does this let us ‘off the hook’ in terms of our own responsibility to care for creation now?  If not, what is our role in the restoration process?

To end

Suggest that each group member shares one main point that they will take away from the studies and how this will affect their lives.

Discuss with your group how you can put these studies into practical action.

Now pray it in!

We’ve done the studies.  So what next?

We hope that your group will be inspired by Environment Sunday and the studies and it would be brilliant if your group could put the principles that come out of the studies into practical action.  Here are some ideas:

· Pray for God’s message to sink into our hearts and minds and that we would be prompted by the Holy Spirit to have God’s heart for creation.  

· Pray for environmental issues in individual and group prayer times.

· Take a look at the environment pages and links on Christchurch’s website www.christchurchclifton.org.uk/environment for ideas of how to care for creation in our personal lives.  Useful links include Tearfund www.tearfund.org/Campaigning/Climate+change+and+disasters/ and A Rocha www.arocha.org.

· Think prayerfully about how you can reduce your own personal burden on creation.

· Volunteer for some practical work with one of the following organisations (also a great way for your group to spend time together as a group and get involved in the local community):

· Avon Gorge and Downs Wildlife Trust – see www.avongorge.org.uk/index.php - contact is Robin Haward

· Avon Wildlife Trust - see www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/people/volunteer.htm or contact Sarah van der Meer on 0117 9177277

· BTCV – see www2.btcv.org.uk/display/volunteer – contact is Alex Forster

· National Trust – see www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-trust/w-volunteering.htm - contact is Gail Gray-Newton

· Find out if there are any similar projects in your local area that you could get involved in.
· Support organisations who promote environmental care.

Further reading

Here are a selection of books which the Environment Team have found useful:

· Planetwise – Dave Bookless

· Jesus and the Earth – James Jones

· The care of creation – commentary on the Evangelical Declaration on the Care of Creation – edited by R J Berry

Please e-mail the Environment Team at environment@christchurch.org.uk if you have any questions.  We’d also like to hear from you if you have any ideas or comments which you’d like us to consider.
